August 2022

Final Roll Call

Commanders Corner

No one made the Final
Call this month
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VFW MISSION: To foster camaraderie among United States veterans of overseas conflicts. To serve our
veterans, the military, and our communities. To advocate on behalf of all veterans.

Page 2

Calendar of Events

August 2022
1st—7:30pm Cooties Scratch
1st—Air Force Day
1st—7pm Scout Troop
2nd—7pm Marine Corp League
3rd—7pm Post meeting
4th—U.S. Cost Guard established (1790)
7th—8am Tri My Best Triathlon
7th—Girl Scout meeting
7th—Purple Heart Medal est. (1782)
7th—Vietnam War began 1964
8th—7pm Scout Troop

10th—7pm DAV Meeting
13th—11-3pm Book Bag Event
14th—End of WWII, (1945)
14th—National Navajo Code Talkers Day
15th—7pm Scout Troop 1865
16th—National Airborne Day
16th—7pm Riders Group
17th— 7pm Auxiliary Meeting
21st—6 pm KAVV meeting
22nd —7pm Scout Troop 1865
28th—Girl Scout meeting
29th—7pm Scout Troop 1865

Election Primary August 9th

Cooties Pup Tent 6
All, Next Scratch is August 1st, 7:30 pm at the Post.
Remember recruiting new nitts is every Cooties
Responsibility.
We’re open to ideas on Fundraising and how to support Veterans.

Page 3

Post Officers & Contact information

BAR Hours
Monday thru Thursday
3pm to 11pm
Fri-Sat11 am to Midnight
Sunday

11 am to 11 pm
Banquet Halls for Rent
Daily Drink Specials

Commander
Steve Chalmers

SR Vice Cmdr.,
Arran Edwards

JR Vice
Luie Williams

Service Officer Quartermaster Chaplain
Rob Roberts
Dennis Eis
John Weymouth
(760) 587-6642
House Committee Chair
Cootie Pup Tent 6, Officers
Seam Squirrel Blanket Bum
High Gimlet
Paul Kirsh
Ken Powers
John Otahal
VFW Auxiliary Officers
President
SR Vice
JR Vice
Barbara Goode
Jim Martin
Virginia Hardesty
VFW Riders Group Officers

Need a place to hold your,
Wedding, Birthday Party,
Anniversaries, or any Event.

Two Banquet Halls available for rent.
Contact Dennis for pricing, additional

President
Vice President
Angie Mercer Rob Roberts

Secretary
Lorie Sorenson

6618 38th Ave
Kenosha WI, 53142
(262) 652-2751
Email: vfwpost1865@yahoo.com

information and availability at 760-587-6442

Comrades,
The Kenosha Area Vietnam Veterans "Honor Guard" is in need of Vietnam veterans or
younger veterans to be a part of it's "Honor Guard". The "KAVV Honor Guard"
.
Takes part in most veterans funerals as well as civic events
The "Honor Guard" is part of the State of Wisconsin Honors Program.
For information on becoming a member of the
"Kenosha Honor Guard" please contact Rich Bowker at
(262)-694-1129 or (262)-705-4202
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Above: Flag Retirement Ceremony at the South Milwaukee Yacht Club before the Tri My Best Fundraiser
Below: Members of the Riders Group that help support the Tri My Best Fundraiser
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On August 23, The Tri MY Best Triathlon Fundraiser was held at the South Milwaukee Yacht Club.
It was an outstanding success! Many Thanks to the SMYC, VFW Post 1865 Riders Group the volunteers,
and anyone else who attended the event.
Through donations, Food ticket sales, basket raffles and a 50/50 raffle, $1,400 was raised for the Tri My
Best Triathlon.
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The United States Coast Guard (USCG)
is the maritime security, search and rescue, and law enforcement service
branch of the United States Armed Forces] and one of the country's
eight uniformed services. The service is a maritime, military, multi-mission
service unique among the United States military branches for having a maritime law enforcement mission with jurisdiction in both domestic
and international waters and a federal regulatory agency mission as part of
its duties. It is the largest and most powerful coast guard in the world, rivaling the capabilities and size of most navies.
The U.S. Coast Guard is a humanitarian and security service. It protects
the United States' borders and economic and security interests abroad; and defends its sovereignty by safeguarding sea lines of communication and commerce across vast territorial waters spanning 95,000 miles of
coastline and its Exclusive Economic Zone. With national and economic security depending upon open
global trade and a rules-based international order, and with ever-expanding risk imposed by transnational
threats through the maritime and cyber domains, the U.S. Coast Guard is at any given time deployed to and
operating on all seven continents and in cyberspace to save lives; enforce laws; ensure safe and secure commerce; and protect the environment. Like its United States Navy sibling, the U.S. Coast Guard maintains a
global presence with permanently-assigned personnel throughout the world and forces routinely deploying
to both littoral and blue-water regions. The rise of great power competition and adversarial challenges to
rules-based international order through inter-state aggression, economic coercion, and maritime hybrid warfare has cultivated numerous conflict hotspots around the world. The U.S. Coast Guard's adaptive, multimission "white hull" fleet is leveraged as a force of both diplomatic soft power and humanitarian and security assistance over the more overtly confrontational nature of "gray hulled" warships. As a humanitarian service, it saves tens of thousands of lives a year at sea and in U.S. waters, and provides emergency response
and disaster management for a wide range of man-made and natural catastrophic incidents in the U.S. and
throughout the world.
The U.S. Coast Guard operates under the U.S. Department of Homeland Security during peacetime. During
times of war, it can be transferred in whole or in part to the U.S. Department of the Navy under
the Department of Defense by order of the U.S. President or by act of Congress. Prior to its transfer to
Homeland Security, it operated under the Department of Transportation from 1967 to 2003 and
the Department of the Treasury from its inception until 1967. A congressional authority transfer to the Navy
has only happened once: in 1917, during World War I. By the time the U.S. entered World War II in December 1941, the U.S. Coast Guard had already been transferred to the Navy by President Franklin Roosevelt.
Created by Congress as the Revenue-Marine on 4 August 1790 at the request of Alexander Hamilton, it is
the oldest continuously operating naval service of the United States. As Secretary of the Treasury, Hamilton
headed the Revenue-Marine, whose original purpose was collecting customs duties at U.S. seaports. By the
1860s, the service was known as the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service and the term Revenue-Marine gradually
fell into disuse.
The modern U.S. Coast Guard was formed by a merger of the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service and the U.S.
Life-Saving Service on 28 January 1915, under the U.S. Department of the Treasury. In 1939, the U.S.
Lighthouse Service was also merged into the U.S. Coast Guard. As one of the country's six armed services,
the U.S. Coast Guard has deployed to support and fight every major U.S. war since 1790, from the QuasiWar with France to the Global War on Terrorism.

The Vietnam War (also known by other names) was a conflict in Vietnam, Laos,
Page 11

and Cambodia from 1 November 1955] to the fall of Saigon on 30 April 1975. It was the second of
the Indochina Wars and was officially fought between North Vietnam and South Vietnam. North Vietnam
was supported by the Soviet Union, China,[19] and other communist allies; South Vietnam was supported by
the United States and other anti-communist allies. The war is widely considered to be a Cold War-era proxy
war. It lasted almost 20 years, with direct U.S. involvement ending in 1973. The conflict also spilled over into
neighboring states, exacerbating the Laotian Civil War and the Cambodian Civil War, which ended with all
three countries becoming communist states by 1975.
The conflict emerged from the First Indochina War between the French colonial government and a left-wing
revolutionary movement, the Viet Minh. After the French military withdrawal from Indochina in 1954, the
U.S. assumed financial and military support for the South Vietnamese state. The Viet Cong (VC), a South Vietnamese common front under the direction of North Vietnam, initiated a guerrilla war in the south. North
Vietnam had also invaded Laos in 1958 in support of insurgents, establishing the Ho Chi Minh Trail to supply
and reinforce the Viet Cong. By 1963, the North Vietnamese had sent 40,000 soldiers to fight in the
south. U.S. involvement escalated under President John F. Kennedy, from just under a thousand military advisors in 1959 to 23,000 in 1964.
In the Gulf of Tonkin incident in August 1964, a U.S. destroyer clashed with North Vietnamese fast attack
craft. In response, the U.S. Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and gave President Lyndon B.
Johnson broad authority to increase the U.S. military presence in Vietnam, without a formal declaration of
war. Johnson ordered the deployment of combat units for the first time and increased troop levels to 184,000.
The People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN), also known as the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) engaged in
more conventional warfare with U.S. and South Vietnamese forces (Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)). Despite little progress, the U.S. continued a significant build-up of forces. U.S. and South
Vietnam forces relied on air superiority and overwhelming firepower to conduct search and destroy operations, involving ground forces, artillery, and airstrikes. The U.S. also conducted a largescale strategic bombing campaign against North Vietnam.
The communist Tet Offensive throughout 1968 caused U.S. domestic support for the war to fade. The VC
sustained heavy losses during the Offensive and subsequent U.S.-ARVN operations, and by the end of the
year, the VC insurgents held almost no territory in South Vietnam. In 1969, North Vietnam declared
a Provisional Revolutionary Government (the PRG) in the south to give the reduced VC a more international
stature, but from then on, they were sidelined as PAVN forces began more conventional combined
arms warfare. Operations crossed national borders, and the U.S. bombed North Vietnamese supply routes in
Laos and Cambodia beginning in 1964 and 1969, respectively. The deposing of the Cambodian monarch, Norodom Sihanouk, resulted in a PAVN invasion of the country at the request of the Khmer Rouge, escalating the Cambodian Civil War and resulting in a U.S.-ARVN counter-invasion.
In 1969, following the election of U.S. President Richard Nixon, a policy of "Vietnamization" began, which
saw the conflict fought by an expanded ARVN, with U.S. forces sidelined and increasingly demoralized by
domestic opposition and reduced recruitment. U.S. ground forces had largely withdrawn by early 1972 and
their operations were limited to air support, artillery support, advisors, and materiel shipments. The ARVN,
with U.S. support, stopped a large PAVN offensive during the Easter Offensive of 1972. The offensive failed
to subdue South Vietnam, but the ARVN itself failed to recapture all lost territory, leaving its military situation difficult. The Paris Peace Accords of January 1973 saw all U.S. forces withdrawn; the Peace Accords
were broken almost immediately, and fighting continued for two more years. Phnom Penh fell to the Khmer
Rouge on 17 April 1975, while the 1975 Spring Offensive saw the Fall of Saigon to the PAVN on 30 April;
this marked the end of the war, and North and South Vietnam were reunified the following year.
The war exacted an enormous human cost: estimates of the number of Vietnamese soldiers and civilians
killed range from 966,000 to 3 million. Some 275,000–310,000 Cambodians, 20,000–62,000 Laotians, and
58,220 U.S. service members also died in the conflict, and a further 1,626 remain missing in action
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The Purple Heart (PH)
is a United States military decoration awarded in the name
of the President to those wounded or killed while serving,
on or after 5 April 1917, with the U.S. military. With its
forerunner, the Badge of Military Merit, which took the
form of a heart made of purple cloth, the Purple Heart is
the oldest military award still given to U.S. military members, The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is located
in New Windsor, New York

The original Purple Heart, designated as the Badge of Military Merit, was established by George Washington – then
the commander-in-chief of the Continental Army – by order from his Newburgh, New York headquarters on 7 August 1782. The Badge of Military Merit was only awarded
to three Revolutionary War soldiers by Washington himself. Washington authorized his subordinate officers to
issue Badges of Merit as appropriate. Although never
abolished, the award of the badge was not proposed again
officially until after World War I.[7][8]
On 10 October 1927, Army Chief of Staff General Charles
Pelot Summerall directed that a draft bill be sent to Congress "to revive the Badge of Military Merit". The bill was
withdrawn and action on the case ceased on 3 January
1928, but the office of the Adjutant General was instructed
to file all materials collected for possible future use. A
number of private interests sought to have the medal reinstituted in the Army; this included the board of directors
of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum in Ticonderoga, New
York
On 7 January 1931, Summerall's successor, General Douglas MacArthur, confidentially reopened work on
a new design, involving the Washington Commission of
Fine Arts. Elizabeth Will, an Army heraldic specialist in
the Office of the Quartermaster General, was named to
redesign the newly revived medal, which became known
as the Purple Heart. Using general specifications provided to her, Will created the design sketch for the present medal of the Purple Heart. The new design, which exhibits a bust and profile of George Washington,
was issued on the bicentennial of Washington's birth. Will's obituary, in the edition of 8 February 1975
of The Washington Post newspaper, reflects her many contributions to military heraldry
The Commission of Fine Arts solicited plaster models from three leading sculptors for the medal, selecting
that of John R. Sinnock of the Philadelphia Mint in May 1931. By Executive Order of the President of the
United States, the Purple Heart was revived on the 200th Anniversary of George Washington's birth, out of
respect to his memory and military achievements, by War Department General Order No. 3, dated 22 February 1932.
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The criteria were announced in a War Department circular dated 22 February 1932, and authorized award
to soldiers, upon their request, who had been awarded the Meritorious Service Citation Certificate, Army
Wound Ribbon, or were authorized to wear Wound Chevrons subsequent to 5 April 1917, the day before
the United States entered World War I. The first Purple Heart was awarded to MacArthur. During the
early period of American involvement in World War II (8 December 1941 – 22 September 1943), the
Purple Heart was awarded both for wounds received in action against the enemy and for meritorious performance of duty. With the establishment of the Legion of Merit, by an Act of Congress, the practice of
awarding the Purple Heart for meritorious service was discontinued. By Executive Order 9277, dated 3
December 1942, the decoration was applied to all services; the order required reasonable uniform application of the regulations for each of the Services. This executive order also authorized the award only for
wounds received. For both military and civilian personnel during the World War II era, to meet eligibility
for the Purple Heart, AR 600–45, dated 22 September 1943, and 3 May 1944, required identification of
circumstances.
After the award was re-authorized in 1932 some U.S. Army wounded from conflicts prior to the First
World War applied for, and were awarded, the Purple Heart: "...veterans of the Civil War and Indian
Wars, as well as the Spanish–American War, China Relief Expedition (Boxer Rebellion), and Philippine
Insurrection also were awarded the Purple Heart. This is because the original regulations governing the
award of the Purple Heart, published by the Army in 1932, provided that any soldier who had been
wounded in any conflict involving U.S. Army personnel might apply for the new medal. There were but
two requirements: the applicant had to be alive at the time of application (no posthumous awards were
permitted) and he had to prove that he had received a wound that necessitated treatment by a medical officer."
Subject to the approval of the Secretary of Defense, Executive Order 10409, dated 12 February 1952, revised authorizations to include the Service Secretaries. Dated 25 April 1962, Executive Order 11016, included provisions for the posthumous award of the Purple Heart. Dated 23 February 1984, Executive Order 12464, authorized award of the Purple Heart as a result of terrorist attacks, or while serving as part of
a peacekeeping force, subsequent to 28 March 1973.
On 13 June 1985, the Senate approved an amendment to the 1985 Defense Authorization Bill, which
changed the precedence of the Purple Heart award, from immediately above the Good Conduct Medal to
immediately above the Meritorious Service Medals. Public Law 99-145 authorized the award for wounds
received as a result of friendly fire. Public Law 104-106 expanded the eligibility date, authorizing the
award of the Purple Heart to a former prisoner of war who was wounded after 25 April 1962. The National Defense Authorization Act for the Fiscal Year 1998 (Public Law 105-85) changed the criteria to
delete authorization for the award of the Purple Heart to any non-military U.S. national serving under
competent authority in any capacity with the Armed Forces. This change was effective 18 May 1998.

During World War II, 1,506,000 Purple Heart medals were manufactured, many in anticipation of the
estimated casualties resulting from the planned Allied invasion of Japan. By the end of the war, even accounting for medals lost, stolen, or wasted, nearly 500,000 remained. To the present date, the total combined American military casualties of the seventy years following the end of World War II—including
the Korean and Vietnam Wars—have not exceeded that number. In 2000, there remained 120,000 Purple
Heart medals in stock. The existing surplus allowed combat units in Iraq and Afghanistan to keep Purple
Hearts on hand for immediate award to soldiers wounded in the field.
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You could have your special day, wishes to someone or photo
In the newsletter submit your special event to:
VFWPost1865@yahoo.com
VFW Post1865@yaahoo.com
before the 28th of the month.
To be include in the next months newsletter

August Birthday’s
(information below pulled from the bar B-day book)

1st Freebird

21st Sarah B.

6th Erica

24th Aubree

11th Mike G.

27th Gene Smith

11th Lynn H.

29th Rich Wilkerson

11th Rylee C.

30th Natalie Romero

12th Agnes

31st Nathan England

12th Abby

31st Aaron Redler

16th Joyce

31st Ginger Wigman
In memory of

19th Al Patty

If you would like your Birthday or Special Event added
to the Newsletter, stop by the
Bar and ask your Bartender,
for the Birthday Book and
enter it into the book.
This is where the information
for the newsletter is pulled
from.
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Aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, Japan formally surrenders
to
the Allies, bringing an end to World War II.

By the summer of 1945, the defeat of Japan was a foregone conclusion. The Japanese navy and air force
were destroyed. The Allied naval blockade of Japan and intensive bombing of Japanese cities had left the
country and its economy devastated. At the end of June, the Americans captured Okinawa, a Japanese island from which the Allies could launch an invasion of the main Japanese home islands. U.S. General Douglas MacArthur was put in charge of the invasion, which was code -named “Operation Olympic”
and set for November 1945.
The invasion of Japan promised to be the bloodiest seaborne attack of all time, conceivably 10 times as
costly as the Normandy invasion in terms of Allied casualties. On July 16, a new option became available
when the United States secretly detonated the world ’s first atomic bomb in the New Mexico desert. Ten
days later, the Allies issued the Potsdam Declaration, demanding the “unconditional surrender of all the
Japanese armed forces.” Failure to comply would mean “the inevitable and complete destruction of the
Japanese armed forces and just as inevitable the utter devastation of the Japanese homeland. ” On July 28,
Japanese Prime Minister Kantaro Suzuki responded by telling the press that his government was “paying
no attention” to the Allied ultimatum. U.S. President Harry S. Truman ordered the devastation to proceed,
and on August 6, the U.S. B-29 bomber Enola Gay dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima, killing an estimated 80,000 people and fatally wounding thousands more.
After the Hiroshima attack, a faction of Japan’s supreme war council favored acceptance of the Potsdam
Declaration, but the majority resisted unconditional surrender. On August 8, Japan ’s desperate situation
took another turn for the worse when the USSR declared war against Japan. The next day, Soviet forces
attacked in Manchuria, rapidly overwhelming Japanese positions there, and a second U.S. atomic bomb
was dropped on the Japanese coastal city of Nagasaki.
Just before midnight on August 9, Japanese Emperor Hirohito convened the supreme war council. After a
long, emotional debate, he backed a proposal by Prime Minister Suzuki in which Japan would accept the
Potsdam Declaration “with the understanding that said Declaration does not compromise any demand that
prejudices the prerogatives of His Majesty as the sovereign ruler. ” The council obeyed Hirohito’s acceptance of peace, and on August 10 the message was relayed to the United States.
Early on August 12, the United States answered that “the authority of the emperor and the Japanese government to rule the state shall be subject to the Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers. ” After two
days of debate about what this statement implied, Emperor Hirohito brushed the nuances in the text aside
and declared that peace was preferable to destruction. He ordered the Japanese government to prepare a
text accepting surrender.
In the early hours of August 15, a military coup was attempted by a faction led by Major Kenji Hatanaka.
The rebels seized control of the imperial palace and burned Prime Minister Suzuki ’s residence, but shortly
after dawn the coup was crushed. At noon that day, Emperor Hirohito went on national radio for the first
time to announce the Japanese surrender. In his unfamiliar court language, he told his subjects, “we have
resolved to pave the way for a grand peace for all the generations to come by enduring the unendurable
and suffering what is insufferable.” The United States immediately accepted Japan ’s surrender.
President Truman appointed MacArthur to head the Allied occupation of Japan as Supreme Commander of
the Allied Powers. For the site of Japan’s formal surrender, Truman chose the USS Missouri, a battleship
that had seen considerable action in the Pacific and was named after Truman ’s native state. MacArthur,
instructed to preside over the surrender, held off the ceremony until September 2 in order to allow time
for representatives of all the major Allied powers to arrive.
On Sunday, September 2, more than 250 Allied warships lay at anchor in Tokyo Bay. The flags of the
United States, Britain, the Soviet Union, and China fluttered above the deck of the Missouri. Just after 9
a.m. Tokyo time, Japanese Foreign Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu signed on behalf of the Japanese government. General Yoshijiro Umezu then signed for the Japanese armed forces, and his aides wept as he made
his signature.
Supreme Commander MacArthur next signed, declaring, “It is my earnest hope and indeed the hope of all
mankind that from this solemn occasion a better world shall emerge out of the blood and carnage of the
past.” Nine more signatures were made, by the United States, China, Britain, the USSR, Australia, Canada, France, the Netherlands and New Zealand, respectively. Admiral Chester W. Nimitz signed for the
United States. As the 20-minute ceremony ended, the sun burst through low -hanging clouds. The
most devastating war in human history was over.
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The VFW honors the service and sacrifice of US military men and
women before and after the Korean War cease fire
WASHINGTON — On the 69th anniversary of the Korean Armistice Agreement, the Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) pays tribute to those who served, fought and died on the Korean
peninsula.
On July 27, 1953, U.S., North Korean and Chinese military commanders, signed the Korean
Armistice Agreement, bringing the Korean War to a close. A total of 36,576 Americans lost
their lives and more than 92,000 were wounded in action during the course of the bloody
three-year war on the Korean peninsula. The cease fire came after two years of negotiations, the longest negotiated armistice in history, but did not end the hostilities completely.
The majority of the almost 750 deaths of American service members since July 27, 1953, was
the result of post-war North Korean hostile actions.
The conflict between North and South Korea is often referred to as “The Forgotten War,” as
it was overshadowed in historical size and scope by World War II and the Vietnam War.
However, for the service men and women that lived through it, for the Gold Star families
that lost their
_____________________________________________________________________________________

VFW Expresses Outrage Over Senators Failing to
Advance PACT Act
The following is a message from VFW National Commander Tim
Borland
“When I heard the news about the failed PACT Act vote I was angered. Yesterday, 25 senators who voted for the PACT Act last month changed their vote on the exact same bill.
The VFW has said time and time again, that passing the PACT Act will save lives. These 25
senators who broke their promise to veterans are risking more veterans getting sick and
dying with every day this is delayed. These senators need to remember that it is the veteran that paid the price for their freedoms, the life they live and the fresh air that they
breathe.

Our team in D.C. is mobilizing our grassroots efforts to let these senators know the VFW
will hold them accountable if they fail to honor their promise. We will not let the voices of
veterans sick and dying from toxic exposure be ignored. Every veteran counts.”
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